Coststo Drive Continue to Soar

Most Americans spend more money on driving
than they spend on health care, food, or educa-
tion. InDriven to Spend, the Surface Transpor-
tation Policy Project reports that 98% of indi-
vidual transportation spending ison the purchase,
operation, and maintenance of automobiles. The
STPP aso reports that transportation is becom-
ing an ever-increasing proportion of an average
family’s expenses. The proportion of spending
varieshowever, even within similarly sized met-
ropolitan regions, from 14-22% per household.
In the Tampa-St. Petersburg-Clearwater Metro
Area, for instance, transportation expenditures
averaged $5,864 per householdin 1998, or 17.8%
of overall household expenses. When the STPP
undertook to discover why the fluctuations ex-
isted, two factors emerged which seem to corre-
late: access to transportation and sprawling de-
velopment patterns.

Sprawling land usesin areaswith limited access
to transit services (busor rail), increases the de-
pendency on automobile usage. The study found
that in places where roads tend to dominate the
transportation system, personal costsare higher.
The study concludes that the average American
family living in ahighly sprawling areaends up
paying nearly $1,300 more for transportation
EXPEeNnses per year.

NOTICE: 1-275 Lane Closures
Onelanewill be closed in each direction on 1-275
from 9pm to 6am Monday-Friday nightsfrom

Busch Boulevard to north of US 41

Additional partial lane closures along Busch
Boulevard between Nebraska and Florida
Avenues may cause minor delays

Suncoast Parkway Opens

The Florida Department of Transportation,
Turnpike District, held a grand opening cer-
emony on February 3 to celebrate the open-
ing of the Suncoast Parkway from the Veter-
ans Expressway in Hillsborough County to
State Road 50 (Cortez Blvd) in Hernando
County. Thenew facility wasofficialy opened
to traffic on Sunday, the 4". The42-mile, lim-
ited access toll road runs in a north/south di-
rection, which will ultimately provide a con-
nection between the Veterans Expressway in
Hillsborough County and U.S. 98 in northern
Hernando County. As originaly planned the
Suncoast Parkway from S.R. 50 to U.S. 98 is
scheduled to open in summer, 2001.

The Parkway isexpected to cut travel timesfor
most motorists, while offering drivers a sce-
nic, environmentally friendly, limited-access
facility.

Sunco’é's:t' Bike Trail

Parallel to the new Suncoast Parkway is the
32-mile Suncoast Trail, which will provide an
aternativeroutefor safe bicycle and pedestrian
commuting for local residents and also serve
as a recreational facility for the region. The
Trail will serve as an important link between
the Upper Tampa Bay and Pinellas Trails in
the south to the Cross Florida Greenway to the
north. All local crossroad intersectionswill be
appropriately signed and marked for pedestrian
crossing; State Roads 52 and 54 will also have
pedestrian crosswalk signals. A pedestrian
bridge over State Road 50 will be constructed
in 2000-2001 with federal funding.

Temple Terrace Seeks New Transit Options

Staff membersfrom the City Manager’ sofficewill
be meeting with researchers at the Center for Ur-
ban Transportation Research thismonth, to explore
transit optionsfor Temple Terrace. Inresponseto
concernsthat arose at arecent Temple Terrace City
Council meeting about limited transit servicesin
the municipality, elected officialsdirected staff to
investigate other options.

Councilman Frank Chillurahas proposed aTemple
Terrace shuttle would serve the city more com-
prehensively than existing HARTIine services.
Councilman Jerry King also stressed that connec-
tivity to existing HARTIine serviceswould be es-
sential, to ensure that local residents would have
improved, and not restricted, transit services
throughout the region.

The Tampa Tribune reported that in 1997, five
percent of HART’ s 32,000 daily passengersorigi-
nate or are destined for Temple Terrace; the City’s
cost for the service is $450,000 annually. A com-
parative assessment of the coststo develop, oper-
ate, and maintain an alternate transit service will
be conducted by the City’ s staffers. A new rider-
ship study being conducted by HARTIline for
Temple Terrace is expected to be available mid-
April.

FDOT Releases 5-Year Plan

The ForidaDepartment of Transportation recently
released its 5-year work plan for upcoming trans-
portation projects. The planincludesvarioustrans-
portation improvements, ranging from road
widenings to construction of bicycle facilities, to
funding for commuter assistance programs. The
plan must be adopted by July, and will be submit-
ted to state lawmakers when the Legislature re-
convenes, March 6™.
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UNTI COMMUNITY NEWS
USF to Tackle Parking

Demand for parking continuesto beguilethe students
and staff of USF, whilethe Director of Parking &
Transportation Servicesstrivesto devel op new so-
Iutions. The Department’ sdirector recently proposed
four different optionsfor the future of parking on
Campus. Solutionsrangefrom construction of park-
ing garages, at oneend, to promotion of aternative
modes, at the other.

A common debate among campus dwellersishow
to balance the demand for parking with the re-
luctance to pay higher fees to park. In lieu of
building five additional parking garages, which
are more expensive than surface lots and would
result inincreased parking fees, Parking Services
will consider ways to increase ridership on the
University’ sshuttle system, encourage bicycling,
and promote carpooling to campus.

As USF's Tampa Campus continues to grow,
plansareto concentrate academic and residential
building on the interior of the campus and chan-
nel vehicular accessto the periphery. Thegoal is
to foster amore livable interior campus commu-
nity, with widespread pedestrian access and de-
creased automobile traffic through the core.

M PO to Seek Public Opinionson
Transportation

TheHillsborough County Metropolitan Plan-
ning Organization plansto conduct a public
opinion poll in early February. Approxi-
mately 1,000 households are expected to be
contacted randomly by telephone, to solicit
feedback on transportation. The survey data
will be one mechanism for assessing the
transportation needs facing the County, as
the MPO begins to draft the 2025 Long
Range Transportation Plan. The survey is
part of Phase Il of the planning process:
Needs Assessment. ThePhasel: Goals, was
completed last month. Phase IlI:
Prioritization, will commence at the end of
the summer. Floridalaw requirestheregion
to adopt a20-year transportation plan, which
is then updated every five years.
Hillsborough’ splan update must be approved
by December, 2001.

What iSUNTI?

The University North Transportation seeks
to reduce traffic congestion and improve air
quality through the promotion of alternative
commute modes, such as carpooling,
vanpooling, transit, bicycling or walking.

Located at the Center for Urban
Transportation Research (CUTR)
University of South Florida
4202 E. Fowler Ave., CUT 100
I I Tampa, FL 33620-5375

&cutr (813) 974-3564; 974-5168 (fax)
giery@cutr.eng.usf.edu
www.commuterservices.com/UNTI
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University North Transportation Initiative
A Public-Private Partnership

Transportation
Information
Service

This newsletter was created to inform, up-
date, and educate members of the
University North Transportation Initiative
and the public on local mobility issues,
projects, and developments.
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